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SUPER CLINIC 2005
Saturday February 19 & 

Sunday February 20
Mt. Boucherie Secondary School

Kelowna (Westbank), BC
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 

FEBRUARY 7, 2005
(See Page 6 for full details)  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - John Berry
It’s time to get ready for another great season in 2005!
Your association has spent the winter getting ready for 2005; just as each of us, an umpire has to get his game ready and 

improved for the start of the season.  There’s a lot of progress to report.  
Our AGM this year saw some change to our Board, which you will see on the listing in this issue.  Congratulations to the new 

Board, and thanks to the members whose terms were completed.  I’m sure we will continue to have an active and involved 
Board, and we welcome your comments and suggestions on how we can better serve our membership.  

Our AGM is also a time to honour some of our members.  This year, awards were presented as follows:
• Brian Cargnelli – most improved umpire
• Bill Murray – unsung hero award
• Rob Grey – Ian Lamplugh award (presented at Baseball BC / Baseball Canada banquet)
• Andre Jean – builders award
• Richard Christie – Doug Hudlin distinguished service award (presented at Baseball BC / Baseball Canada banquet)
The Association also voted to award life memberships to Bill Murphy of Victoria, Richard Christie of White Rock and Dave 

Kennedy of Vancouver.  These three members have served your Association with distinction, each in a variety of capacities.  
In another vein, we are also really pleased to welcome back Dave Kennedy as our once and again current editor of “Hey 

Blue”.  You’ll see his deft touch in this issue, and I’m sure you will appreciate his ideas to improve our communications.  One 
idea that your board has already approved is a return to a regular, three times a year, publishing schedule.

Our annual Super Clinic will be held in the Okanagan this year, and you’ll read about the great program elsewhere in this is-
sue. All the level 3 umpires and above, and those that want to improve their game to that level, should attend this clinic.  Our 
plan is to rotate the location of Super Clinic, so we hope to see an especially good turnout from the Interior.

You will also see our plans to offer more choices for our regular clinics.  Clinics are the foundation of umpiring.  We learn in 
many other ways, as well, but the basic step of attending a clinic at the start of a year teaches us about rules and positioning.  
We learn new things, and clinics refresh what we think we know, as we are about to start our season. 

Spring
2005

Cont. page 4
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Board of Directors
PRESIDENT

John Berry      
P(604) 299-2532 F(604) 666-7235
e-mail: theberrys@shaw.ca 

VICE-PRESIDENT
Steve Boutang       
P(250) 869-9345 F(none)
e-mail: sboutang@silk.net

SECRETARY
Danny Huzar         
P(604) 469-9860 F(604) 469-1919
e-mail: danhuzar@telus.net

TREASURER
Richard Christie        
P(604) 535-9835 F(604) 535-9853
e-mail: rgc@uniserve.com

PAST PRESIDENT
Chuck Blaikie
P(250) 479-8670 F(250) 363-4747
e-mail: jcblaikie@shaw.ca

PROVINCIAL SUPERVISOR
Howard Chapman
P(604) 205-0044 F(604) 438-2527

AREA 1-Vancouver Island South
Chet Masse             
P(250) 474-3582 F(250) 474-3582
e-mail: cbmasse@island.net

Assistant: Eric Rasmussen
P(250) 592-7297 F(250) 
e-mail: ericasmussen@telus.net

AREA 2-Vancouver Island North
Eric Toneff             
P(250) 898-8877   F(250) 334-1535
e-mail: toneff@telus.net

Assistant: Ed Berkenstock
P(250) 338-0519  F(250) 338-0585
e-mail: edandpenny@shaw.ca

AREA 3-Lower Mainland East
Eddy Lang
P(604) 936-2484   F(604)
e-mail: elang@vsb.bc.ca

Assistant: Robert Allan
P(604) 939-9720
e-mail: rob.allan@canada.com

AREA 4-Lower Mainland West
Dave Kennedy
P(604)434-6757 F(604)434-6780
e-mail: dkenn@shaw.ca

Assistant: Don Hass
P(604) 241-1350
e-mail: thedonald@shaw.ca

AREA DIRECTORS

1.  B1’s attempted bunt results in a foul 
ball that only goes as high as the bat-
ters shoulders.  F2 dives and catches 
the ball.  Is B1 out? How high does a 
fould ball have to fly in order for the 
defense to catch it for an out?

Answer on page 12

YOU MAKE THE CALL #1

YOU MAKE THE CALL #2
From the windup position, F1 begins to 
bring his hands up, as if to begin his 
windup, then steps back off the rubber 
with his pivot foot.  He then throws to 
third in an attempt to pick off R3.  Legal 
play? or Balk?

Answer on page 12

Assistant: Rob Grey
P(604) 925-9057
e-mail: robmoe@telus.net

AREA 5-Lower Mainland South
Jerry Tregaskis
P(604) 594-6911 F(604) 594-6991
e-mail: trig@dccnet.com

Assistant: Arnie Coones

P(604) 535-5528   F(604) 535-5419
e-mail: arnieedwin@shaw.ca

Assistant: John Pentland

P(604) 940-0850   F(604) 535-5419
e-mail: pentlandfamily@telus.net

AREA 6-Thompson-Okanagan
Assistant: Brian Cargnelli
P(250) 378-6448 
email: bcargnel@telus.net 

Assistant: Matt Lowndes
P(250) 314-1944  
email: lowndesm1@hotmail.com 

AREA 7-Okanagan South
Ralph Jolley
P(250) 768-1137 F(250) 768-1137
e-mail: mjolley@telus.net

Assistant:Doug Weaving
P(250) 558-0632   F-none
e-mail: cdog@shaw.ca

AREA 8-Kootenays
Bill MacMillan
P(250) 368-9892   F(250) 364-0567
e-mail: wpmac@shaw.ca
Assistant

Assistant:  Vacant

AREA 9-Northern B.C.
Adolph Jede
P(250) 747-1796   F(250) 747-1777
e-mail: ajede@goldcity.net

Assistant:Andre Jean
P(250) 798-2417   F(250) 798-2417
e-mail: a_jean@telus.net

VICE-PRESIDENT’S
REPORT

As we embark on 2005, we discover 
that baseball season is again just around 
the corner despite the large amount of 
snow we have received this winter.
I would like to take this timely oppor-

tunity to thank all of you who attended 
the AGM back in November.  Sadly, we 
find ourselves again lacking input from 
our membership, whose opinions I val-
ue so much, as less than 30 bothered to 
attend and vote for our Board of Direc-
tors and receive an update on how our 
organization is serving you all.  No mat-
ter though.  It did not prevent us from 
accomplishing many good things such 
as the appointments of Dave Kennedy, 
Richard Christie, and Bill Murphy as 
Lifetime Members of our great organi-
zation.  They are all worthy candidates 
for their countless hours of dedication 
and work towards the betterment of 
BCBUA.
Additionally, we were able to deliver 

good news to our membership that we 
will be reviewing the Advanced Clinic 
availability with the aim of holding such 
a clinic next year at a suitable location 
in the Northern area of BC.  Further, 
we will be asking the Sr. Baseball As-
sociation for more concrete assurances 
that our umpires at their Provincials 
will be well remunerated for their ex-
penses.  And we will also be looking at 
other ways that we can better serve 
our membership, especially in the areas 
outside of the Lower Mainland. 

Vice President’s Report-cont. 
Finally, we held the election.  I was 
pleased to receive another mandate to 
serve as your Vice-President.  It is a job 
that I very much enjoy.  And although 
there was much opposition from vari-
ous people who were against my return, 
I would like to thank those of you who 
voted to return me to this seat.  And even 
though the objection of my return was 
registered by some members through 
their actions, I do not hold them in con-
tempt.  Rather, I welcome the opportu-
nity to work together for the betterment 
of our association and our members.
 In closing, I look forward to 

working with you all for the next 2 years.  
If you have questions about our associa-
tion or how we can serve you better, do 
not hesitate to contact me via email at 
sboutang@silk.net 
Steve Boutang, Vice President

BE SURE TO ATTEND

SuperClinic 
2005

February 19 & 20, 2005
Mt. Boucherie SS 
Westbank, (Kelowna) 

Cont-next column
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Level 3 Report to the 2004 AGM
The numbers of Level 3 umpires in BC in 2004 were very disappointing.  The follow-

ing numbers are based on the database as of October 31, 2004.
Out of a total membership of 1010 umpires in BC there are 154 umpires that have 

completed at least 1 of the 3 requirements for Level 3.  Out of that 154 we have a 
total of just 59 umpires that have completed all 3 of the requirements.  This number 
further breaks down into 35 Level 3s, 15 Level 4s and 9 Level 5s.
The requirements for National Level umpires are transferable to Provincial Level 

3 requirements.  This means that the yearly evaluation, the Level 4 exam and the 
Advanced Clinic meet the standard we have set.
There were only 85 written exams returned for marking in 2004 and the breakdown 

was 65 (76.4%) passed, 19 failed and 1 was returned late (and so deemed a fail).  
For those of you that like to blame trick questions….there were 7 questions that 
were answered wrong more than 20 times and the trickiest question was answered 
wrong 37 times, that is 43.5%....not a very good trick.
The only Advanced Clinic we ran in 2004 was the Super Clinic at Douglas College.  

We had 77 attendees with all but a couple of the National umpires attending.  We 
will, once again, only be offering the Super Clinic in 2005 however this one will be in 
Kelowna at a time and place to be announced.  It is our intent to rotate these Super 
Clinics around the province so that there is one close to you at least every 3 years.
The third requirement for Level 3 is the on field evaluation.  We had a decrease 

in evaluations in 2004 and we have made some adjustments.  The form itself has 
been streamlined and made easier for both the umpire and the evaluator.  We have 
had a small workshop for evaluators and hope to have more in place for 2005.  The 
last thing about evaluations is that each umpire must get proactive and contact your 
Area Rep to set up an evaluation.  We are adults and should not need to be  pursued 
and pinned down in order to accomplish something to our own benefit!  The umpires 
that really wanted their evaluations done in 2004 went out and got them done.  Let’s 
try not to wait until the Fall Classic next year but spread them out.
Finally, we have no female umpires at Level 3 or better but there are several Female 

tournaments each year that we could be sending a female umpire to.  This is an op-
portunity that we cannot afford to let slip away.  We, as a group, need to be more 
active in recruiting female umpires throughout the province.

W.P. Mac Millan, Level 3 Coordinator

January 2005    Level 3 Report
Welcome to 2005!  I would like to start 

the year with a nag!  Remember….
it is ultimately the responsibility of the 
umpire to ensure that they have all the 
requirements of Level 3 current and 
complete.  For those of you with poor 
memory (like me) those requirements 
are: 
• Be a member in good standing of the 

BCBUA.
• Pass the Level 3 written exam each 

year (86% or better).
• Attend an Advanced Clinic at least 

once each 3 years
Pass a Field Evaluation on both Plate 

and Bases (86% or better) at least once 
each 3 years
If you do not have ALL THREE of 

these requirements you must make 
arrangements with your Area Rep to 
ensure that your requirements are 
current.  For the National Umpires, your 
evaluations and written exam marks 
(or deferments) will be accepted for L3 
also.
For all the EAST OF HOPE  (beyond 

hope??) umpires the Super Clinic will be 
in the Kelowna Area this year so please 
take advantage and attend.  If any Level 
3 umpires or hopefuls need an Advanced 
Clinic for their requirements this year the 
Super Clinic will be the ONLY Advanced 
Clinic in 2005.
Anyone not knowing the status of your 

requirements please contact your Area 
Rep for this info.
Please read the Level 3 Report tabled 

at the AGM elsewhere in this issue and 
make sure you are up to date.
Bill Mac Millan, Level 3 Coordinator

LEVEL 3 REPORT
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REPORT - AREA 2
Vancouver Island North

REPORT - AREA 1
Vancouver Island South
As we enter into another baseball sea-

son, Eric Rasmussen & I are preparing 
for the 2005 umpire clinics.  Currently, I 
am just completed my service on a dis-
ciplinary committee matter. As you pre-
pare for the upcoming ball season just 
a reminder to get your applications in to 
me for the Provincials tournaments you 
wish to work. Tournaments will be listed 
in the next Hey Blue.
The following is information for clinics 

this year. Please contact the person listed 
in your area for dates and times:
DATE  PLACE   

LEVEL CONTACT PERSON

Mar 12 - Duncan (Club House) Level 1 
 Grant Mellemstrand 743-6055
Mar.13 - Victoria (Lambrick Park) Level 2 

 Eric Rasmussen 592-7297
Apr 2 - Victoria (Lambrick Park) Level 2 

 Chet Masse 474-3582
TBA - Ladysmith ( Location-TBA) Level 2
 Tim Britton Foster 245-5543
TBA - Nanaimo (Location-TBA) Level 1 

 Maria Agius-Aasen 753-0166
TBA - Nanaimo (Location-TBA) Level 2 

 Maria Agius-Aasen 753-0166
Chet Masse, Area Diector

REPORT - AREA 5
Lower Mainland-South

The season is fast approaching!  It’s 
time to get out the equipment and make 
sure it is all clean, in good shape and 
ready to start the season.  Are your 
slacks pressed and your shirts clean and 
neat?  Review the rule book and get 
ready for the clinic in your area.  This 
year we are offering a new type of clinic 
which will be conducted on a number of 
weeknight evenings, rather than on a 
Saturday or Sunday.  I am very excited 
about this new clinic and encourage you 
to attend!  Please contact Danny Huzar 
or myself to arrange for a clinic for your 
association.
Hopefully the senior umpires in my area 

will be able to attend the SuperClinic 
in Kelowna. The Guest instructors both 
have extensive Professional experience 
and the level of instruction will be su-
perb!
If you have any questions about clin-

ics, moving up through the levels or any 
othere umpire related queries, please do 
not hesitate to contact me by e-mail or 
telephone (see info on page 2).
Jerry Tregaskis, Area Director

REPORT - AREA 4 
Lower Mainland-West
Once again we start to anticipate the 

arrival of Baseball.  As we start to check 
our equipment, remember that this is 
a good time to book into a clinic and 
start to renew our rule knowledge.  I 
look forward to seeing all of you over 
the season.  Let’s have a safe and fun 
year.  Anyone needing evaluations or 
anything else please give one of us a 
call.  Check the Board of Directors in the 
front of Hey Blue and keep our numbers 
handy.  Level 3 and 4’s remember that 
the Super Clinic will be held in Westbank 
this year. 

If you need to book a clinic for you 
league, please give us a call.  There are 
many different types that can be booked 
now.  How about one that is in the eve-
ning instead of over the weekend.  All 
the best from Dave, Rob, and Don.  See 
you on the diamond
Dave Kennedy, Area Director

Happy 2005 to All the members of 
BCBUA, especially those in my area.
I would like to thank the members 
of BCBUA for allowing me to serve 
another term as Area Rep for Van-
couver Island North. I hope that with 
Ed Berkenstock at my side we will 
be able to meet the needs of each 
association as well as the individual 
members.
We are very fortunate to have some 
of the  members we do, Ed Lafleur 
from Courtenay was one of the 
umpires at the Pee Wee National 
Championship in Summerside, P.E.I. 
and it was reported that he did an 
outstanding job. Parksville Baseball 
hosted the Pee Wee AA Provincials 
and many local umpires were used 
as well as some from Courtenay and 
all the guys did a great job. Although 
we were down in membership (only 
1) we hope that clinics will be well 
attended and that both Powell River 
and Port Alberni will return to the 
BCBUA fold.
Once clinic dates have been sched-
uled all the local Umpire-in-Chief’s 
will be notified. Until then take care 
and hope to you see all on the ball 
field.
Eric Toneff, Area Director

President’s Report
Cont. from page 1

Finally, I want to ask each and every 
member of this Association to remember 
to promote the use of qualified, carded 
umpires – in other words, members of 
this Association!  We need to encourage 
everyone who wants to umpire base-
ball to take the craft seriously enough 
to become qualified, and to maintain 
their qualification.  We need to encour-
age leagues, associations and umpire 
allocators to use only carded umpires.  
This assures the use of umpires who are 
exposed to many avenues of education, 
(including this illustrious publication!), 
and who are covered by insurance, a 
code of ethics, and a discipline process.  
It also complies with the policy of re-
sponsible senior baseball associations 
such as Baseball BC.  We will soon have 
a more detailed note available, suitable 
for sending to umpires, associations and 
individuals, and explaining the benefits 
of using qualified, properly carded um-
pires.

REPORT - AREA 3 
Lower Mainland-East

It is that time of year again. Even 
though I noticed plenty of snow out-
side my window, baseball is just around 
the corner. I have started once again to 
read my rulebook, polish my shoes, and 
psychologically getting myself ready for 
another great season. I have had many 
calls recently concerning clinics which 
should begin next month or so. Moody/
Coquitlam has already signed up for a 
level 2 clinic to be held on March 13, 
while Abbotsford has taken out adver-
tisements in their local papers recruiting 
umpires. Our need for new umpires is 
important and we would especially love 
to see more females join our association. 
If you are interested in becoming an um-
pire or know of someone who would like 
to become an umpire you may contact 
me at or email BCBUA@yahoo.com. Our 
Super Clinic this year will be held in the 
Okanagan and if you are interested in 
pursuing your level 4 you will have to 
travel to the interior. Anyone interested 
in going to the clinic may contact Danny 
Huzar ( contact info is listed on page 2 
of this issue) and everyone is welcome. 
I have also fielded inquiries from young 
umpires asking how thy can officiate at 
the higher levels of baseball. My quick 
answer is to attend a clinic in your area, 
know the rules, and work at your game. 
To become a good umpire, one must al-
ways strive to be better. With time and 
hard work, you will be able to step up to 
the higher levels of baseball. 
Thank you and have a great season.
Eddy Lang, Area Director

A good Set Position
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First of all Happy New Year for 2005.      
Plans are in the works and the following Level 1 – 2 Umpire Clinics are being held 

in the North.  Quesnel – Sat. April 9,Terrace – Sat. April 16,Prince George – Sun. 
April 17.   
Lets all make a special effort this Year by contacting previous umpires,new 

umpires,local associations and advertise in the local papers,radio etc. 
A trained umpire will do a better job than a unqualified person from the stands.
On Feb. 19-20/05 – I encourage all umpires in the North to apply and take advange 

of the Super Clinic in Kelowna.  There are three senior umpires planning to go from 
Quesnel.
If you are wanting to upgrade your umpire skills,I would also like to see you con-

sider applying for provincial tournments that may be held near your city or through-
tout the province. 
See you all on the ball field.
Adolph Jede, Area Director

REPORT - AREA 9
Northern BC

REPORT - AREA 8
The Kootenays

A new year….A fresh start.
Last year we didn’t have a very good 

turnout for our clinics in the Kootenays.  
Let’s hope 2005 is better.  In order for our 
young players to have quality ball they 
need quality officials.  In order to get 
quality officials you need to be trained 
and you cannot be trained without a clin-
ic.  Experience is still the best learning 
tool we have but without the basics that 
you get at a clinic you just make your 
same mistakes over and over again.
I realize that I am preaching to the 

choir (as anyone reading this has al-
ready been to a clinic or two) but it is 
incumbent upon those of us that are al-
ready participating to do what we can to 
get more people involved.  To that end 
I urge all the young (and old) umpires 
in the Kootenays to get their friends to 
come out to a clinic.
If any of you are in contact with coach-

es, invite them out also.  There is noth-
ing an umpire likes more than a KNOW-
LEGEABLE coach.  The locations and 
dates have not yet been finalized for the 
clinics but I will confirm all this with the 
local UICs and they will be in contact.  
Don’t wait for them to call…..make the 
call first!!
For those of you more senior umpires in 

the Kootenays we will be holding the Su-
per Clinic in the Kelowna area this year.  
There is more info elsewhere in this is-
sue of the Hey Blue!  The reason we are 
in Kelowna this year is to get more par-
ticipation from the East of  Hope crew 
by cutting down the travel time and ex-
pense of attending.  I will be attending 
from Trail and will be willing to provide 
transport from here to the clinic and 
back to Trail to any that are interested.  
Register soon and let me know.
Finally,  for any interested in Level 3 this 

clinic is a must and for those of you that 
have a Level 3 please contact me to see 
if you need to attend this year.
Good luck and I will see you around the 

Kootenays.
Bill Mac Millan,  Area Director

Rob Grey receives the Ian Lamplugh award 
from left: Howard Chapman, Rob Grey and Sandra Lamplugh (Ian’s wife)

Richard Christie receives the Doug Hudlin Distinguished Service  award 
from left: John Berry, Richard Christie and Howard Chapman

YOU MAKE THE 
CALL #3

R1 and R2 are both on base with 1 out 
and are running when B4 hits a pop-up 
in the direction of F3 who is straddling 
the foul line.  The ball is over fair terri-
tory when he catches it.  R1 is unable 
to get back to first because F3’s leg in 
fair territory is blocking the base.  Is 
this obstruction?  May F3 touch the 
bag or R1 for a double play?

Answer on page 12
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SuperClinic 2005
Saturday February 19 & Sunday February 20

Mt. Boucherie Secondary School
Kelowna (Westbank), BC

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 7, 2005
This year we are pleased to have two high-profile Guest Instructors:
• Rick Roder, graduated from Kansas Newman College in 1986 and attended the Joe Brinkman Umpire School in 1987. His umpiring 

experience: Pioneer League (1987), Midwest League (1988-1989), Texas League (1990 and 1992), Southern League (1991), Pacific Coast 
League (1993), International League (1994), and American Association (1995-1996). He assisted Mr. Jaksa in rules instruction at JBUS in 
1988 and 1989, and became the primary classroom teacher in 1990, holding that position through the 1995 session. He was released from 
baseball in 1996. He has worked as a rules consultant and Triple-A Umpire Evaluator for the MLB Commissioner’s Office. He has authored and 
coauthored several books. You may obtain more information about these at http://rulesofbaseball.com/. He is a contributor of articles to the 
World Umpires Association website and Referee Magazine. He resides on an acreage outside Remsen, Iowa, with his wife, Wendy (a music 
teacher and choir director), and children Will and Molly. He enjoys his work and family, as well as dogs, yard work, singing, bicycling, history, 
and vintage Chevy pickup trucks. Rick will be primarily focused on the ‘Plate’ sessions. 
• Ron Shewchuk, has umpired at all levels of Baseball, and has the following to his credit:

 • 6 world championships.    • 10 national championships.   • supervisor of 4 national championships.
 • 13 years of professional experience in the Northern League, Prairie League and the Canadian Baseball League.
 • Three years as a full time professional umpire.
 • Chief instructor for the Prairie Region of Baseball Canada Umpire Caravans.
Ron has the ability to relate to all levels of umpires and believes that mentorship is very important. This is a theme that you will hear him 
expound upon throughout the clinic. Ron’s focus will be at the ‘Bases’ sessions.

This year, Mark Bodwell will conduct the ‘Jeopardy’ style rules session with a revised format. We have also updated our technology to make 
it more conducive to the format of the clinic.  We will round out the instruction with several more of our own accomplished umpires:   

• Brian Cargnelli  • Howard Chapman  • Richard Christie  • Don Hass
We have made arrangements with the Holiday Inn @ 2569 Dobbin Road for those of you from out of town. The hotel is located in Westbank 

and is close to the site where the clinic will be held. You may want to bring your swimsuit to relax in the Jacuzzi or swimming pool at the end 
of the day. The daily room rate will be $69.00 plus taxes of 15% = $79.35 total. When making your reservation, simply indicate that you are 
with BCBUA and that a $69.00 room rate applies. Also, ask for the appropriate smoking status as well as the number of beds. Please call them 
directly at 1 (250)768-8879 to book your accommodations. Do not wait until the last minute, as room availability is not guaranteed. We will 
send you a confirmation letter which will provide you with specific directions.  
If you have any further questions, please contact one of our committee members: 
Okanagan:   Ralph Jolley  tel:(250)768-1137  fax:(250)768-1137  email:mjolley@telus.net
Lower Mainland:   Jerry Tregaskis  tel:(604)594-6911  fax:(604)594-6991  email:trig@dccnet.com

  Danny Huzar  tel:(604)469-9860  fax:(604)469-1919   email: danhuzar@telus.net
  

     

The registration fee is $165.00. This includes your $75.00 BCBUA membership fee and lunch, which will be pro-
vided on the Saturday. The Sunday session will conclude around lunchtime.  The Baseball Canada fee is $50.00. 
This is not included in your Registration fee of $165.00.  Level 4 or Level 5 umpires and those wishing to write 
the Level 4 exam must pay the additional $50.00 for a total of $215.00  Please complete the registration card 
and mail with your cheque or money order made payable to BCBUA 

B  C  Baseball Umpires Association
SuperClinic 2005 - Registration

 

 

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY or TOWN: POSTAL CODE:

PHONE:

FAX:

DATE OF BIRTH:e-mail: MM/DD/YYYY
GENDER:Cut out and mail or Fax this form to : 

B C Baseball Umpires Association, 9 Creekstone Place, Port Moody, B.C. V3H 4L7 

	 PHONE:		604-469-9860			FAX:		604-469-1919		E-MAIL:	bcbua@yahoo.com

PLEASE UNDERLINE NUMERALS M F

CELL:

WORK:

 Please use UPPER CASE only.
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New Alternate Clinic Structure
By Danny Huzar

In 2004 Bill Murray informed me that he would be the new Umpire in Chief of Maple Ridge. He asked if BCBUA 
would consider an alternate method in which we deliver the 2004 clinics to his association. He suggested that 
many of our methods were incorrect.  His intriguing comments sounded sincere, so I pursued his ideas.  After 
receiving approval from our Technical Director, Richard Christie, I embarked on a project with Bill.  It produced 
dramatic results and convinced me that clinics could be delivered in this fashion.

Currently, BCBUA is expanding last years’ successful experiment to the associations that would like it. I have 
been asked to coordinate clinics for the Lower Mainland this year, and would like to work with all associations to 
deliver clinics which best suit their needs. We will still provide the 1 day version for any association that prefers 
it.

A little background information will help you understand the quantum leaps that were achieved in a short space 
of time. In 2003 Maple Ridge had 26 members, after we provided this new system their membership increased to 
63. In addition, Mission joined the clinics with an additional 19 members. In the three years prior to that, BCBUA 
had zero membership from Mission. The bottom line is that BCBUA now had 82 members where we used to have 
26. At present, we have entire areas in this province with fewer members. 

Great you say. BCBUA ends up with more members, but what real good did it do? That is a fair question. To 
understand the changes, let’s review what BCBUA had previously done. We would structure a Level 1 clinic for a 
morning or a level 2 clinic for the entire day, typically on a Saturday or Sunday. At times we would combine Level 
1 & Level 2 clinics, allowing the Level 1 attendees to leave at approximately noon. 

Did the Level 1 attendees require less instruction? No, however, these individuals were younger and their at-
tention spans were strained after the first hour. In fact, the attention spans of the Level 2 attendees were also 
strained after the first hour, however, it was felt that they could better tolerate the strain. The result was, the Level 
1 attendees received less information and the Level 2 attendees were challenged to retain what was taught. 

I have since completed research in regards to memory (actually my son is currently in the teaching program at 
UBC and has all of this information at his fingertips, he researches for me). Out of necessity, we traditionally used 
lectures and demonstrations to convey information. The amount one would retain in this fashion is minimal.  We 
cannot avoid this methodology entirely but we can improve upon it.

What did we do differently in Maple Ridge? The first change was limiting the weeknight instruction to 90 minutes 
per week over a six week period.  The first two sessions were on Thursdays and the next four were on Fridays. 
Why? Simply because that is when the facilities were available. The Level 1 attendees were there for the entire 
instruction.

One of the significant advantages of this weekday structure is that more seem to be able to attend. If you 
structure a clinic on a Saturday at the time of year when Soccer & Hockey are in playoffs or when other family 
commitments conflict, then you lose a potential umpire. Weeknight sessions are less intrusive. Since families have 
school and work commitments during the week, evening attendance is less likely to conflict with other commit-
ments. Since retention is significantly higher, an individual who misses half of the sessions is likely to learn and 
retain more than attending a conventional clinic.  Most of the Maple Ridge attendees came to all of the sessions. 
It was more fun to attend and teach. I have had good feedback from the ‘conventional’ clinics that I have taught 
in the past but never on a scale that I experienced at the Maple Ridge Clinic.

The first 2 sessions consisted of covering all of the rules in a classroom environment for the entire 82 attendees. 
The next two sessions concentrated on ‘base’ mechanics, situations and rule enforcement. We tried to get all of 
the rules that we taught in a classroom environment repeated several times and integrated with the mechanics. 
These sessions would have been too crowded for the entire group, so we split the group into two. The first session 
was from 6:00 pm to 7:30pm and the second from 7:30pm to 9:00pm. Each session had 4 instructors so that the 
student/instructor ratio was 10 to 1. The final 2 sessions were on plate mechanics and was structured similarly 
as the base sessions. Each participant received plate instruction on a level that may not have otherwise occurred 
until much later in their careers.  After all this was over, the real test began. How would these umpires perform on 
the field? Would there be massive ejection counts due to the fact that we spent quite some time at each session 
instructing everyone not to tolerate abuse and to eject anyone who deserves it? Did we create any Frankensteins? 
After the 2004 season Bill Murray reported back to me. I was pleased to find that we did not create any Franken-
steins. Bill also reported an elevated quality of officiating on the field, despite the fact that so many umpires were 
first year umpires. The fact that Bill has already contacted me asking to repeat the structure is most reassuring.

As a result of this initiative, we now have the knowledge and experience to elevate the level of instruction in 
this province. I nominated Bill for the BCBUA “Unsung Hero” Award that we present an on annual basis and I am 
happy to report that he will be receiving it at an appropriate time. I would also like to acknowledge the instructors 
who gave freely of their time and energy to make this a reality. They are: Eddy Lang, Don Violette and Tom Brock. 
I will be looking for many Lower Mainland instructors who will be willing to contribute two or three hours a week 
during our clinic season. If you want to be one of those please call me. 

If I haven’t yet contacted your Association about this alternate clinic format, please call me and we will try to 
tailor something that suits your needs. If you are, or are aware of any Associations that may not have been affili-
ated with BCBUA in the past but may be interested in this format (tailored to your specific needs), please forward 
the contact info to me and I will follow up. My contact info is on page 2 of this issue. 

Please help any way you can. Help organize a clinic, teach at a clinic or simply attend a clinic.
Have a great season!
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Andre Jean, winner of the 2004 “Builders 
Award” working at the Native National Cham-

pionships in Pringe George last summer.

Baseball Umpires Checklist
1. Be competetive: The players give maximum effort, so should umpires.  Never let the game “get away from you”.  Umpires 

are hired to make the calls that control the game- so make them!

2. Keep your Head on Straight: Never think that the uniform grants you immunity from taking criticism.  It’s part of officiat-

ing, so plan on it.  Successful officials know how much to take.

3. Don’t Bark: No one likes to be shouted at, so don’t shout at someone else.  Be firm with a normal, relaxed voice.  This 

technique will do wonders in helping to reduce tension and pressure.  Shouting increases loss of control-of one’s self and the 

game.

4. Show Confidence: Cockiness has absolutely no place in Umpiring.  You want to exude confidence, not cockiness.  Your 

presence should command respect from the participants, which is aided in appearance, manner and voice.

5. Forget the Fans: As a group, fans usually exhibit three characteristics: ignorance,of the rules, highly emotionl partisanship 

and a delight in antagonizing umpires.  Accepting these facts will help you ignore the fans, unless they interrupt the game or 

prevent you from doing your job.

6. Answer Reasonable Questions: Always treat Coaches and players in a courteous way.  If they ask you a reasonable ques-

tion, in a reasonable manner, answer them in a polite manner.  If they get your attention by sying “hey Blue, I want to ask you 

something,” then start be telling you off, interrupt and remind them of the reasaon for the discussion.  Be firm but relaxed.

7. Choose your Words Wisely: Never threaten a coach or player; this will only put them on the defensive.  More importantly, 

you will have placed yourself in a “spot”.  If you feel the situation is serious enough to warrant the threat, then it is serious 

enough to penalize without invoking the threat.  Obviously, some rthings you say will be in the form of a threat, but using the 

proper words can make it subtle.

8. Just Relax: The purpose is to establish a calm environment for the game  Nervous or edgy umpires are easily spotted by 

everyone involved.  Pacing around or displaying a wide range of emotions prior to, or during, the game will serve to make you 

seem vulnerable to the pressure.s

BE SURE TO ATTEND

SuperClinic 2005
February 19 & 20, 2005

Mt. Boucherie Senior Secondary West-
bank,  (Kelowna) BC

Promises to be our Best Ever

SEE YOU THERE!!

YOU MAKE THE CALL #4
B1 hits a line drive to right field which rolls to the fence.  Because there 

are gaps, the possibility exists that the ball could go under the fence.  

F9 throws up his hands and B1 slows down approaching 2nd base.  Be-

fore the umpire can check the status of the ball, F9 reaches down and 

picks it up.  B1 resumes running at full speed, but is thrown out easily 

at 3rd base.  What’s the ruling?  Does the ball become dead when F9 

throws up his hands?  Answer - page 12
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YOU MAKE THE CALL #5
Play: Both R1 and R3 are on base with none out and B4 at the plate.  
R1 takes a walking lead toward the outfield hoping to draw a throw 
and get in a rundown, perhaps allowing R3 to score.  Is this legal?  If 
so, is the runner establishing his baseline for the play that may develop 
between first and second?  Answer - page 12

I have returned as editor of Hey Blue,  let’s have a great season.  To those of you that have kept in touch over the last year, 
thank you.  I look forward to a new era with the newsletter Hey Blue!  Both Danny Huzar and Jerry Tregaskis have agreed to 
stay on and keep Hey Blue coming to the members.  We have some ideas on new columns that will inform and challenge you 
the members.
There are numerous opinions on what direction to take on keeping BCBUA active and growing, but everyone believes that Hey 

Blue is required to keep in touch with you the member.  Diversity seems to be a way of life nowadays, and as such there is a 
wide diversity in the BOD of BCBUA.  A difference of opinion can be good for everyone as long as all remember that we are 
working for the betterment of baseball in British Columbia.  
Want to see yourself in a future copy of Hey Blue, then send us a picture of you umpiring or something involving baseball this 

year.  We will make an effort to be sure that it gets included in one copy.  There are lots of exciting things planned for this year, 
contests, challenges on rules, and a new feature regarding one rule per issue.  
Wishing you all a great year, lets go have fun at Baseball this year.  Be sure to drop me an email ( dkenn@shaw.ca ), let me 

know when there will be a tournament in your town this year.  Terry and I will make an effort to attend and take pictures for 
Hey Blue. 

EDITORIAL
-Dave Kennedy

Howard Chapman advises that we 
may have 7 openings to work at 
National Tournaments in 2005, and 
he invites any interested Level 4 & 
5 umpires to contct him to express 
their interest.

Level 4 & 5 Umpires Only
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Return and Exchange Policy
We realize items purchased by mail may not fit, or you may wish to purchase 
a different item.  You may return the items (packed neatly in the same box-
if possible) within 30 days, with a note explaining the problem and what 
action you are requesting (i.e. exchange, replacement, refund etc.).  We 
must receive and inspect the items before we can exchange, replace or 
issue refunds.  Please include $11.00 for return postage on exchanges.

Unconditional Guarantee
We stand behind the products we sell.  If you are not com-
pletely satisfied with the clothing or equipment you purchase, 
return the items within 30 days for a full refund or credit.  This 
does not include products which have been used or worn.

pro image is proud to be affiliated with Honig’s.  You can now order any of the 
products in their catalog or on their website-At the same prices!  Call us!

CLOTHING
pro image officials supply inc.

Add logo of your choice to any Garment   $5.00

Major League Style Shirts  
Colors: Navy - Black - Gray - Light Blue 

S - XL 
$50.00
2XL & 
3XL

$55.00
Major League

Jacket
Major League
Light Jacket

Jacket 
S - XL  $80.00

2XL & 3XL $88.00
Light Jacket 

S - XL  $70.00
2XL & 3XL $77.00

Features:
• Double hook & eye Closures
• Bar tacked at stress points
• Permanent Crease
• Sturdy zipper closure
• Washable
• Double reinforced seat
• Snugtex waistbands

SLACKS

Sizes 28-42:  Base:$67.99
   Plate: $72.99
Combo: $69.99

Sizes 44 and up add $5.00

We are proud to carry New Era caps, the official cap 
of Major League  Baseball.  While they are more 
expensive than some other brands, they are the 
best!  
We also carry a line of less expensive, but good 
quality, imported caps.  

All our caps re available in: NAVY or BLACK
• PLATE - 4 stitch (2”) brim 
• COMBO - 6 stitch (2 1/2”) brim
• BASE/FIELD - 8 stitch (3”) brim

FITTED or ADJUSTABLE
(Please Specify Cap Type, Size, Color & Logo when ordering)

CAPS Add logo of your choice to any Cap  $5.00

New Era  $21.99
Import     $14.99

McDavid Mock-neck
 Made of Intera fabric to keep you cool on even 
the hottest days.

Black, Red, Navy or White 

Intera	Fabric
“The	moisture	transport	system”

McDavid Intera Tights
Ankle -length compression tights.  
• Prevent chafing and provide support.  
• Used by most Professional Umpires.  
• Keeps you cool - even in the hot weather.  
• Built in pocket for your cup.
M - XL  $67.99 2XL & 3XL $69.99

M - XL  $30.99 2XL & 3XL $32.99

MASKS

Honig’s K 91
$ 132.99

Wilson 3077
$ 150.99

Wilson WestVest
$ 125.99

Pro-9
$ 74.99

Mizuno
$ 70.99

Itech 3500
$ 109.99

Rawlings CFA1
$ 85.99

Allstar MVP
$ 189.99

Wilson A 3133
$ 109.99

Honig’s Pro Elite
$ 209.00

 Pro-9
$ 109.99

 Wilson WestVest 3217
$ 199.00

 Wilson WestVest 3215
$ 299.00

 Body Armor Pro
$ 159.99

LEG GUARDS

 Pro-9
$ 115.00

 Honig’s K-30
$ 115.00

 Schutt Comfort Lite
$ 135.00

 +POS BB316
$ 135.00

Itech ULG-Pro
$ 90.99

Rawlings ULDCW
$ 74.99

HELMET MASK

Wilson Slick
$ 105.99

604-594-6911    ONE CALL DOES IT ALL!!    604-594-6911

CHEST PROTECTORS
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pro image officials supply inc.
Page 1ORDER FORM 2005

DESCRIPTION
Please	Print	Clearly

#
ORDEREDSIZE PRICE TOTALLOGO BC;AB etc.ITEM  #

Order Total:
$11.00

7 % GST # 87896 7025 

TOTAL:

Sub Total:
Shipping: 

7 % PST (BC Orders Only)

Ship To:

Name

Address

City Prov Postal Code

Telephone
e-mail:

 Cheque Payable to:Pro Image officials supply inc.

PAYMENT METHOD:
 

SIGNATURE (Must be signed)

 

CARD NUMBER: EXPIRY: MM/YY0000/0000/0000/0000

•If paying by credit card, fax or e-mail this order form to: 
pro image  • FAX: 604-594-6991 • e-mail: proimage@dccnet.com

•If paying by cheque, make payable to pro image and mail to:
 pro image Officials Supply Inc, 6663 Stoney Crescent, Delta, BC   V4E 1L1  

D E L U X E  C L O T H I N G  P A C K A G E
A great package for the experienced Umpire.  Includes:

 • Major League Style Shirt  (color & logo of your choice)
 • New Era Fitted cap in Black or Navy (includes logo of your choice)
 • Honig’s Slacks Plate or Base (please specify size & type)
 • Honig’s Ballbag in Black, Navy or Gray (please specify)
 • Honig’s Plate Brush Wood or Plastic (please specify)
 • Honig’s Pro Indicator $170.00

STARTER  CLOTH ING  PACKAGE
A great way for new umpires to look good on the field without 
“breaking the bank”.  Includes:

 • Starter Shirt- Black, Navy or Light Blue (specify)
 • Adjustable cap (import)- Black or Navy (specify)
 • Pro Ballbag-Black or Navy (specify)
 • 4-way indicator (clicker)
 • Plate Brush $70.00

Add logo of your choice 
to cap & shirt add $10.00

STARTER EQUIPMENT PACKAGE

A great package for the experienced Umpire.  
• Pro 9 Single bar Mask with leather pads
• Pro Nine Chest Protector
• Honig’s K-30 Leg Guards
• OPTION: add Metapro Plate shoes for only $135.00

$250.00

$200.00
DELUXE EQUIPMENT PACKAGE

A good way for new umpires to have their own equipment  
without “breaking the bank”.  Includes:
• Pro 9 Mask with Leather pads
• Rawlings CPU Chest Protector
• Diamond DLG-US Leg Guards
• OPTION: add Metapro Plate shoes for only $135.00

(must be purchased with package to get this price)

(must be purchased with package to get this price)

Phone:
604-594-6911

FAX:
604-594-6991



ARE  YOU  MOVING?
Every mailing of Hey Blue! Results in a number of copies being returned by the Post Office marked “MOVED”.  We are 
sure that most people who move notify the Post Office of their change of address and that the next issue of Hey Blue! gets 
forwarded to them but they will continue to go to the old address unless you let us know your new address.  If we have a  
returned copy of Hey Blue! we will remove your address from our mailing list until we get an updated address.  We do retain 
your name on the Membership list but once you are deleted from our mailing list you will not receive any further issues of 
Hey Blue! until we are advised of your new address.  If you have recently moved or are planning to do so in the next few 
months,  please complete the form below and mail it to us as soon as possible.  If you know the date that you will be moving 
we will update our files for that date.    Thank You!!!    

HEY BLUE!  Is published 3 times a year by 
B  C  Baseball Umpires Association 

and is printed by Ticky Graphics & Printing
Canadian Publications Mail Sales Product 

Agreement #41092508

Postmaster

IS THIS UNDELIVERABLE?

If so, please return to:

BC Baseball Umpires Association

9 Creekstone Place

Port Moody, B.C.   V3H 4L7

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED

B  C  Baseball Umpires Association
Write in Application for membership

(enclose your cheque for $50 Level 2 & under, $75 Level 3 & above) 
Address Change - EFFECTIVE DATE OF MOVE:

 

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY or TOWN: POSTAL CODE:

PHONE:

FAX:

DOB:e-mail:
 Cut out and mail or Fax this form to : 

 B C Baseball Umpires Association, 9 Creekstone Place, Port Moody, B.C. V3H 4L7   

PHONE:  604-469-9860   FAX:  604-469-1919  e-mail: bcbua@yahoo.com

MM/DD/YYYY

MM/DD/YYYY

YOU MAKE THE CALL 
ANSWERS

1. B1 is out. The rules do not define how high a foul ball must go 
and any ball that does not qualify as a “foul tip”  is either a fair or 
a foul ball.  Pro 2.0
2. It is a balk! Pro 8.01a
3.  Under Pro rules, a fielder with the ball or the primary fielder who 
is attempting to play the ball, can never be guilty of obstruction.  F3 
may touch either the bag or R1 to complete the double play.  Pro 
2.0-Obstruction.
4. By rule B1 is out.The ball does not become dead when B9 sig-
nals; only an umpire may declare a ball dead unless it becomes 
dead by rule.  The players should know to keep playing until an 
umpire calls “time”.  Pro 7.05f

BE SURE TO ATTEND

SuperClinic 2005
February 19 & 20, 2005

Mt. Boucherie Senior Second-
ary Westbank,  (Kelowna) BC

SEE YOU THERE!!

5. Yes it is legal to take a lead in any direction from a base unless it is an effort to screen a fielder from receiving a throw or to 
get a running start from behind the bag.  A baseline is not established until a play is made on the runner.  When that happens, 
the baseline is a straight line between the runner and the base to which he is going.  Pro: 8.5 (pro interpretation)


